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FRONT PAGE FOR FAX RECEIPIENTS CALL FOR RSVP FORMS AND NEWSLETTER INFO  
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Day  

6th Annual òBang Bangó  

Sporting Clays  

 Tournament 2012 

      Saturday, February 18th, 2012 

Thereõs still time to enter  

Catered lunch, great prizes 
Donõt miss out!  

Team entry form on pg 13 

JUST FOR FUN!! 

Congratulations to Diane Thomas from Nature Coast Pavers and Vicky Foust from R & R Garage 

Doors for finding the cupid in the Jan/Feb newsletter.  First time ever we had a tie!  Find the  

Box of candy in this issue and weôll print your name in the March/April issue.  Happy hunting! 

 

February 27, 2012 

  

6PM for the     7PM for 

Social Hour     Dinner &  

Cash bar      Meeting 

Cost pp $ 15              business  

Prepay or pay at      casual attire 
the door 

General Membership Dinner Meeting at 
The HBA Office 

Catered by  Pit Boss Bar B Q 
RSVP required by  Feb. 23rd  (PG. 12) 
Call the HBA at 352-596-1114 or email 
membership@hernandobuilders.com 

We accept cash, check, M/C, Visa, Discover & AMEX  

no invoicing please. 3 day cancelation policy in effect 

Lunch with fellow HBA members  

& build a new network  
Bring a prospective member to lunch 

February 21st, 2012 at  

12 Noon at Sonnyõs 

2012 YEAR OF PUBLIC OUTREACH 

 
Time is running out to register for the 

2012 NAHB INTERNATIONAL  
BUILDERS SHOW 

FEBRUARY 8ð11 ORLANDO 
Register now at  

www.buildersshow.com  

or through NAHB at www.nahb.org 
Everything you need to know:   

education, events, schedule of meetings 
But donôt wait.   

The show starts Feb. 8. 
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Hernando Builders Association Governmental Affairs Meeting  
Bob Eaton    January 19, 2012 Meeting   
Chairman     

Bob Eaton, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:03PM. 
1.  Septic  System 
The topic was code for septic systems that are operable, but have been out of service for more than one year due to the 
building being vacant.  Dr. Al Gray from the Hernando County Environmental Health Services, who was to address this, 
was unable to attend the meeting however, Frank Baxter of the building department was able to respond.  He said that 
according to state law any system that has been out of service for a period of more than one year must be brought up to 
code even if it is certified as operable.  He agreed that one year is a short period, but reiterated that itôs the stateôs law, 
not the county, and remodelers must comply.  Any change of use for the premises automatically requires an update to 
code. 
2.  Impact fees 
Commissioner Druzbick spoke regarding impact fee changes as of November 1, 2012.  He said fees will rise, but not to 
the level they were previously. 
A notification will be sent in June that a committee, which will include builders, will review cases where impact fees will be 
collected.  This is applicable to both residential and commercial building.  The fee is contingent on the location of the 
structure. New structures in a highly built up areas would probably not be assessed.  Conversely, if the building is erected 
in a location with no other buildings or houses, impact fees would be assessed.  Guidelines will be established to deter-
mine who pays fees and how much. 
3.  Energy Code 
Per Jack Glenn, Director of Technical Services of the FHBA said that the only energy code software available at this time 
is the one for commercial building compliance.  He is expecting the residential code software to be available the week 
following this meeting and should be available for review by the building department at their meeting on the 31

st
 of Janu-

ary. 
Codes are becoming stricter.  Energy rating must be 80, down from 85. Wind code is from 130-140MPH however, wind 
maps are not yet available. 
Applications received after January 15, must follow the new code. 
Soil Boring test 
These tests are done to establish there are no sinkholes under the site.  Engineers use this information when designing 
the building.   Commercial construction must always perform these tests and the building department wants to see them 
done for residential as well. 
4.  Other 
FHBA offering 7 free continuing ed units in Hernando County, Facilities Dept. Mobley Rd.,  Feb. 14 and CCBA in Lecanto, 
Feb. 13. 
IBS Feb. 8-11 in Orlando.  Register at www.buildersshow.com. 
Next GA meeting Feb. 16, 2012 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:12PM 
Submitted by Bobbe Allen 
Membership Coordinator 
 

 

http://www.buildersshow.com
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2012 Legislative Priorities  
Priority #1  

FHBA supports a cost-effective, local-option septic tank inspection program.  
Why: Periodic septic tank inspections are an important tool to protect homeowners and the environment. A unified 

state standard protects builders and homeowners from potentially oppressive local standards.  

How: SB 820 by Sen. Dean and HB 999 by Rep. Dorworth provide state standards and a local government opt-in, 

effective upon becoming law.  

Priority #2  

FHBA supports the elimination of impact fees on transportation and schools.  
Why: Impact fees are an inappropriate, inadequate method of funding infrastructure, which should be more effec-

tively and efficiently financed through broad-based revenue sources. In addition, impact fees are a major hurdle in 

the provision of affordable housing for working families.  

How: HB 0603 by Rep. Weinstein and SB 0912 by Sen. Bennett prohibit local governments from applying trans-

portation or school concurrency or requiring proportionate-share contribution for construction of new developments, 

and prohibit the imposition of new or existing impact fees on new development, for a specified period of time, effec-

tive July 1, 2012.  

Priority #3  

FHBA supports streamlined permitting for installation of on-site sewage treatment systems.  
Why: Minor remodeling and repairs should not force homeowners to incur the expense of upgrading or expanding 

their septic tanks.  

How: SB 0820 by Sen. Dean and HB 0999 by Rep. Dorworth provide that a system modification, replacement, or 

upgrade is not required unless a bedroom is added to a single-family home, effective upon becoming law.  

Priority #4  

FHBA supports legislative funding for the final phase of a study of passive septic tank systems.  
Why: Homeowners will benefit from cost-effective passive nitrogen treatment technology options for new construc-

tion or retrofitting existing septic tanks, potentially saving them thousands of dollars.  

How: Legislative budget process.  

Priority #5  

FHBA supports continued funding for building code education.  
Why: Education of contractors increases building code compliance, which better protects the health and safety of 

the occupants.  

How: HB 0651 by Rep. Davis and SB 0704 by Sen. Bennett allocate a portion of funds derived from the surcharge 

on permit fees to the Florida Building Code Compliance & Mitigation Program, which in turn funds educational ini-

tiatives. Bills become effective June 1, 2012.  

Priority #6  

FHBA supports a return to full funding of Sadowski affordable housing dollars.  
Why: Despite the economic and housing downturn, affordable housing for working families is still needed in Flor-

ida and Sadowski is one of the few tools available to vital down payment assistance, and creates jobs.  

How: Legislative budget process.  

 

Continued on pg. 9 

 



5 

We have room in our printed newsletter for your ad too! 

No increase in rates for years!  

We need advertisers so we can keep printing our newsletter!  

Call Brenda! 
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We have space on our website HernandoBuilders.com for your ad 

We have space on our website HernandoBuilders.com for your ad 
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Florida News of Interest 
Presidentôs Message 

By Dave Carter 

Whatôs Happeninô with Housing 
Home builder confidence ï and investor confidence in a brighter future for the housing industry ï is on the rise. The National 

Association of Home Builders (NAHB)/Wells Fargo builder sentiment gauge increased to 25 this monthé a five-point rise 

from the previous month. While well short of a reading of 50 that indicates positive sentiment, the January mark is the high-

est since June 2007. At the same time, stock prices of major builders are increasing, led by PulteGroup, Lennar, Hovnanian, KB Home, 

and Beazer Homes USAé a reflection that Wall Street believes a housing recovery is on the horizon.    

Closer to home, Sandy Bishop, executive officer of the Volusia Building Industry Association in Daytona Beach, said local home build-

ers are expressing growing optimism as well, and not just because of signs that the economy is finally starting to improve.  Also bringing 

cheer to local builders was the Volusia County School Board's decision last week to temporarily suspend collection of school impact 

fees in the county for two years, beginning retroactively on Jan. 1. "I'm hearing from my members that they're seeing a glimmer of 

hope," said Bishop, who added that local builders believe the moratorium will spur sales of new homes, similar to what occurred when 

the federal government temporarily offered a tax credit for first-time homebuyers in a program that expired in June 2010. "We're going 

to see the moratorium be a reason to buy," said Bishop. "There's a lot of prospective buyers floating around, and there's a lot of pent-up 

demand for new homes. 

W-I-Né Whatôs Important Now 
This weekôs main event is the Florida Home Builders Associationôs Legislative Action Visitation to Tallahassee, which includes a 

Tuesday (January 24) Legislative Briefing (starting at 3 pm in the Tallahassee City Hall Chambers) where Florida Governor Rick 

Scott will provide keynote remarks. Wednesday (January 25) is set aside for visits by FHBA members with their state legislators. 

Under the leadership of its Governmental Affairs Committee led by Englewood builder Bill Truex, FHBA is pushing for: 

¶ A cost-effective, local-option septic tank inspection program 

¶ Elimination of impact fees on transportation and schools 

¶ Streamlined permitting for installation of on-site sewage treatment systems 

¶ Funding for the final phase of a study of passive septic tank systems 

¶ Continued funding for building code education 

¶ A return to full funding of Sadowski affordable housing dollars 

¶ Property tax breaks to encourage energy-efficient home improvements 

¶ Measures that would lower workers compensation rates for Florida contractors and trades professionals 

¶ State and federal remedies for wage-theft issues 

¶ A limitation on the implied warranty of fitness and merchantability to the structure of a new home 

For details on these issues, go to www.fhba.com under Features/Legislative Updates. 

If you are a director of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), be advised of the new schedule for the NAHB Board 

meetings at the upcoming International Builders Show (IBS) in Orlando. Due to the large amount of business that will be before the 

Tap into the Power of Your HBA 

¶ Across the state, builder and associate members of local home builders associations are finding value in their annual dues investment. 

Under the leadership of newly-elected President Jerry McFarland, the Tallahassee Builders Association (TBA) is collecting testimonials 

from its members to use in 2012 recruiting and retention initiatives. Here are two such testimonials: 

ñMy involvement in my local HBA has provided numerous opportunities to grow my business on multiple levels. The Parade of Homes® 

offers one of the best cost vs. exposure and ratio found locally for both a builder/vendor viewpoint. Education and designation classes 

have offered both in-depth construction education as well as one-on-one networking opportunities that have resulted in a proactive busi-

ness model to secure future growth.ò 

Mark Worley, GMB, CGP 

President 

Worley Construction, Inc., Tallahassee 

ñOur involvement in TBA has provided numerous opportunities to grow our business. We enjoy working with the many builders and 

contractors we now consider to be our friends. Capelouto is about making the ñRight Choiceò and providing ñAbove and Beyondò cus-

tomer service. We feel that the contacts we have made with the TBA help us achieve these goals daily. The TBA also gives us a way to 

give back to our Builders and Contractors and show appreciation for what they do every day to build a better future for the community. 

We look forward to continuing to participate and serve the TBA and its members moving forward.ò 

Alan Robison 

General Service Manager 

http://www.fhba.com/
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Perspectives from Paul Thompson 
We are all partisan by nature. We make choices every day based on our background, world view, religion, and political persuasion. While 

we all like to think we do things for the greater good, fact is that we act in our own self-interest. Which brings me to the choice we have in 

Novemberôs Presidential election. If youôre a Republican, your vote in the January 31 Florida Republican Primary will benefit the candi-

date that you believe has the best chance to defeat President Obama. If you are a Democrat, you are encouraged that the economy is im-

proving and that your party will have $1 billion to discredit the Republican nominee (although the GOP nominees are doing a fine job of 

that on their own). If youôre an independent, the election is in your hands. I said all that to say this: I donôt care if our next President is Re-

publican or Democrat. My self-interest is housing and the men and women who provide it. The candidate that commits to fix housing and 

thereby help my friends and help America will have my vote in November. 

 

Paul Thompson, CAE, MIRM, is CEO/Executive Vice President of the Florida Home Builders Association and a member of the 

Florida Housing Hall of Fame. 

Januaryõs Mix ôn Mingle 
 

Our first GMM of the year was held here at the HBA offices on January 23.  The turnout was great, we 
had rock music playing and a good time was had by all.  It was a òpizza and beeró Mix & Mingle spon-
sored by 2-10 Home Buyers Warranty with great pizza catered by Genneroõs.   
 
It was nice to see new and old members alike.  Jerry Merritt, a member from the early days of the HBA, 
and his wife, Marie, joined us and we were able to meet our newest members, Joshua and Clyde Hady, 
from D C Electric, LLC.  
 
Too bad...so sad  The $400 prize for the attendance drawing would have gone to MultiCOLOR Media had they 
been here. Next month the prize is $425, but you have to be here to win!   Our next GMM is February 27, at the 
HBA so mark your calendars. Catering by Pit Boss Bar BQ!  


